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Unlike schools in

the past, there is
a lot of thought
and logic behind
the way learning
spaces are
being designed
and decorated.
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t's a pretty exciting time for
interior design right now, "
says Gaylaird Christopher, AlA,
president, Architecture For Education,
Inc., Pasadena, CA. “Probably the most
important issues now are thinking about
how kids develop, how students can
best use a classroom, and how teachers
can best involve the students in different
activities. This has always been an issue,
but now the most cutting-edge proj-
ects result in a much more interactive
environment. Instead of having students
sitting at desks in a row to be lectured
at, things are now much more flexible.”
In these more innovative settings,
Christopher explains, desks can be
separated for solitary study, but also
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easily moved together at office stations
to work on projects or in groups. There
are also provisions for a more specialized
space when there needs to be quiet for
a lecture,

Also, there are dedicated spaces
for specialized subjects such as teach-
ing science or labs. “The design for
science labs is changing fairly dramati-
cally,” Christopher says. Instead of fixed
stations around the perimeter, now
there is more of a crescent, almost half
circle radiating from a center point. The
students can listen to a lecture or work
on a project both at the same time. For
instance, the instructor might point out
something of interest from the student’s
computer to an overhead projector.
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He can interrupt the lecture to have
the students work out an illustrative
example at the lab right at hand. Care
is taken, Christopher explains, to sepa-
rate the computer area from the wet
or sink area. The main advantage, he
says is that, "you don’t need to move
from a lecture to a lab setting. You
can do both in the same setting.”

As one illustrative example,
Christopher mentions the Wathem
Aviation High School, located on the
grounds of Flabob Airport, in Riverside
CA, in which all the classroom spaces
surround a large hanger area. The
students can work on aviation projects
at their desk or move easily into
spaces to work on mock-up airplanes
— working on actual engines or
rebuilding an actual airplane.

" Another thing we are seeing,
especially in middle and high schools,
is the development of grade-level
clustering,” Christopher says. He
explains that here teachers work with

There is a strong movement toward more homey, inviting spaces where children can read
or be read to. Colors and materials are warmer and more inviting, and the large amount of
natural light makes for more pleasant spaces.

teachers get a better understanding of
their students over a two- or three-
year period,” says Christopher.

smaller groups of students in core sub-
jects such as math, science, English,
and maybe a foreign language. "The
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(BT Supply is your onling source for computer
desks, tobles, podiums and conference tables
for libraries, media centers, universities, and
training focilifies. fliplT® products may be
instolled in our furiture, or may be purchased
in kit form and installed by contractors into
existing desks.

W

US Patent 7,047,890 Other Patents Pending

The fliplT® for LCDs works with 19"
monitors, aveilable with or without
keybourd froy ond locking system.

W lets Computer Labs .
serve students &

both ways

~ With fliplT®, you now have the freedom

7 to use either computers or or fextbooks to
mulfi-purpose your classroom, The LCD monifor
rotates out of the way, and may be locked,

if desired, fo prevent access. Now you have
greater control over both group and individucl
acfivities within your classroom.

~ The fiipIT™ Laptop Sufe locks for
- security and becomes o charging
station af point of use. Insfall in
podiums or any desk, computer
table or conference table.

Learn mare onfine. Request a floor plan for your space,
ouffitted with the desks or tables you require. This service
is provided without charge or obligafion. Request a quote
online, and explore the advantages of leasing. (Leasing is
not required, but it may sove you time and money).

The NEW flipIT® Duo is perfect
for one person working with mulfiple
applications, collaboration or one-on-one

hing using 2 LCDs.
b el Kl = www.smartdesks.com

|| 800 770 7042
Computer Classrooms for the Net Generation™

@ 2007 CBT Supply, Inc. All rights reserved.
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In this regard, the furniture is in-
creasingly designed to allow teachers
to do more things in a more flexible
space. For instance, the tables are on
wheels, which can be locked. The tops
are shaped like triangles so they can
fit together for group art and other
projects. Moreover, they can be put up
into a vertical situation to be shoved
against a wall and not take up much
space. Cabinets are also on wheels
and made to be used in more than
one way. For instance, whiteboard and
tacks are on the front
and back.

One of the nice things about hav-
ing this cohesive group of students

in a flexible space is that the teachers
tend 1o come to the students instead  Shared, or clustered, space, such as this area in the Robert Louis Herget Middle School in
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of “the crazy noisy times which Aurora, IL, provide a flexible learning environment capable of delivering the best of what a

students go from one end of the middle school will have to offer.

campus to another to attend different

classes,” Christopher says. hallways are now bigger, but instead now furnished with worktables, some-
There is also a greater interest in of being merely a “highway,” the hall-  times with computers or maybe soft

sharing space, he continues. Typically, way space outside the dassrooms are chairs. Again, since there is less traffic,

The mobile, battery-powered Traveler is the latest innovation from Interior Concepts. Unlike other mobile desks,

Traveler has a built-in battery powerful enough to run a laptop for the entire school week. Which leaves you free
to work however, wherever you want. No cords, no cables, no limits.

If you would like more information, please visit interiorconcepts.com or call 800.678.5550.

ﬁlnterior Concepts”
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Some classrooms have window seats,

pleasant spaces where children can read or

be read to. Colors and materials are warmer

and more inviting. A large amount of natural

light makes for more pleasant spaces, less

institutional and more welcoming.

these spaces are much quieter. Some-
times there is a nice glass sectional
door, like a garage door, that opens
up the classroom to this new 20-ft.
section. Also classrooms are provided
with outside doors so students can
leave without circulating through the
hallway, even during recess.

But the trend in interior design
is not only toward more efficiency.
“There is a strong movement toward
more homey, inviting spaces,” Chris-
topher says. "Some classrooms have
window seats, pleasant spaces where

children can read or be read to. Colors
and materials are warmer and more in-
viting. A large amount of natural light
makes for more pleasant spaces, less
institutional and more welcoming.”

Teaching “Environment”

In the past, Christopher continues,
teachers were against natural lighting
since they felt outside vistas distracted
children from paying attention. This
attitude has completely changed.
Natural lighting has been found to
be more conducive to both health

Areas such as the window seat in the
Greenman Elementary School in Aurora, IL,
allow students to enjoy the natural light, take
advantage of its health benefits, and saves
the school money on its utility bills.
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and learning. Also, there are many
efficient and cost-effective ways of
bringing natural light into the class-
room, not only through windows and
skylights, but also through tubes cut
through the roof.

There is a strong movement away
from carpets to natural materials for
the floors. Christopher mentions the

paper, as opposed to being shredded
into wall insulation.

Warm and Welcoming

Columbine and other incidents

have led to a tighter focus on security.

But this, Howie says, can usually be
accomplished by having a main en-
trance leading to a security vestibule

you have to pass through, some

schools having mandated metal detec-

tors, and some not.

But, beyond this, Howie says,
the intent is to do away with “the
institutional feel of hospital-green
concrete block walls and make the
school as warm and welcoming as
possible. The harvesting of natural
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Crow Island Elementary School in
Winnetka, IL, which, he says, “is
made of soft pine, and you can pin
things onto the walls. It's been in
existence over 70 years and has a
much warmer feel than many mod-
ern schools.”

The Dallas, TX-based SHW
Group, Inc. also has a special focus
on creating warm natural environ-
ments in schools. “We encourage
our clients to make good choices
early on that will pay off in lower
maintenance costs and a better en-
vironment for the kids to learn in,”
says Megan Howie, interiors lead for
the firm‘s North Texas studio.

She adds that SHW tries to prac-
tice what it preaches. For instance,
the SHW office has cork floors, as
opposed to vinyl with its volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) that emit
harmful gases into the environment.
Cork is more expensive initially,
Howie says, but the return-on-invest-
ment kicks in just after two years
because cork involves minimum
buffing and no stripping and waxing.
Actually, these practices can harm a
cork floor, so the maintenance staff
should be educated on how you
can accomplish more in maintaining
good materials by doing less.

An advantage to a material like
cork, Howie explains, is that it is
more rapidly renewable than, say,
traditional forest products. Howie
says SHW also believes in cradle-to-
cradle design. By this she means that
a steel frame on a chair would be
recycled into the steel frame of an-
other chair, instead of being “down-
cycled” into a lesser product that
would eventually end up in a landfill.
For instance, a sheet of paper should
be recycled into another sheet of

“Harlequin Cascade dance floor
is PBT’s overwhelming

favorite!” \
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“Last year the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre underwent a
major renovation of its studios. When it came time to
select the floors, our dancers put several to the test and ¥ e
Harlequin Cascade was the overwhelming favorite! The dancers ]J.ked the texture
of the rosin-free floor which was able to support our ballerinas en pointe without
the worry of slipping, while allowing enough give to achieve grand, grand jetés!

PBT also applauds Harlequin for their customer service. When local installation
problems plagued us, Harlequin’s installers responded to our emergency request
to re-lay the floor, and did so to our total satisfaction. We've enjoyed these new
floors so much that we've purchased a Harlequin floor specifically

for our NEW Nutcracker premiére.” —
Terrence S. OrrArtistic Director

The world dances on 11 \rlu|um floors©

AMERICAN HARLEQUIN CORPORATION
1531 Glen Avenue, Moorestown, NJ 08057, USA Telephone: (856) 234-5505
Fax: (856) 231-4403 dance@harlequinfloors.com www.harlequinfloors.com

For information and samples, call toll free: (800) 642-6440

¢ PHILADELPHIA ¢ LOS ANGELES ¢ FORT WORTI ¢
¢ SYDNEY ¢ LUXEMBOURG ¢ LONDON ¢
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light creates stimulating, nondistract- Instead of schools just being warehouses

g SRRSRREE. for children, with hallways and doors, we work
The use of colors is also important. : )
Blues, greens, and natural earth colors  tO incorporate learning into the design AlA of

all give a feeling of comfort. Reds and T . |
yellows are vibrant and definitely have the bu”dmg itself

an effect, so they are perhaps best put  concept. A simple post and beam Spectrum Design also uses the
1o use in different areas. “There are construction may be made visible so Anderson Frank Lloyd Wright series of
no blanket rules, however,” Howie the teacher can show how the trusses  stained glass windows. “Wright was
says. "Each school wants something work in terms of compression and the father of American architecture and
new and different, and we draw from  tension.” used geometric farms, squares, circles,
a wide palette of colors. The intent is Bandy says his firm has been guite and triangles to create art forms. He
to make a comfortable environment successful in asking for textbooks for would use these for a number of differ-
where students feel safe and secure.” particular grades, and then incorpo- ent purposes, such as to represent the
rating certain principles in the floor structure of a plant,” he said
Schools as Tools design. These include the Golden Howie mentioned that, at least in
“Instead of schools just being Ratio that Michelangelo used, the warmer climates, the classroom could
warehouses for children, with hallways  graphic square root of 3, and Venn open up not only onto the interior
and doors, we work to incorporate diagrams combined with color chart hallway but also into the outdoor en-
learning into the design AlA of the circles that overlap; blue and yellow, vironment. Bandy also takes his com-
building itself,” says David L. Bandy, for instance, shown to result in green.  bination of design and teaching tool
vice president/director of design, Spec- Other subjects are also included. outside. “We've designed teaching
trum Design, Roanoke, VA. For instance, the State of Virginia is space outside the media center where
For instance, certain structural, divided up into regions visible in the we have installed a sundial, which is
mechanical aspects of the interior floor design, as well as birds and flow-  both a part of the design and allows
may be exposed to allow a teacher to ers that can double as both design students to get another grounding in
demonstrate a mathematics or science  and permanent teaching aids. science and math.” I

No matter how you look at it -
Spectrum's stylish, new Flat Screen

Flat screens can be found wherever people gather
to share information. We have developed a stylish
cartm complement your environment while

i suppartmg and protecting your investment.

SPECTRUM 1-800-235-1262

INDUSTRIES INC. www.spectrumfurniture.com
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